
CYMBIDIUMS 
 

Cymbidiums need sunlight, fresh air, water, fertiliser and a well-drained potting 
mix to produce the best results. Potted regularly with quality potting media (not soil), 
disease/infection free, insect/pest/weed controlled and routinely maintained, using 
the best cultural practices, they will perform with the greatest efficiency. 

 
Light - Cymbidiums require shade (50-70%) during the hottest parts of the day 
particularly in Summer, and require sufficient light to produce flowers (5,000- 
6,500K). Dark green leaves may indicate too much shade. Plants spaced with one 
pot spacing between each plant in a shade house with shade-cloth is a desirable 
option. Plants may be located under a deciduous tree which provides filtered sun- 
light, or under a pergola/verandah (nearest to the shade line) 

 
Temperature/Humidity - Cymbidiums will tolerate hot (above 35 °C) and cold 
(below 10 °C) conditions for short periods. Glasshouses are not essential except 
to keep flowers clean. High humidity and lack of air movement may cause Botrytis 
(fungus) on flowers. Humidity created by moisture-holding material may reduce 
transpiration during warmer weather. 

 
Air Movement - Cymbidiums perform better on plant benches approx. 300mm 
above the ground which provide air movement around the pots, which reduces 
fungal problems and provides cooling air around pots and plants roots. 

 
Watering - Never allow the pot to completely dry out. When the potting mix is dry 
at a depth of 2-3cm, watering is required. Water your plants regularly (approx. once 
per week outdoors unless it has rained or every 10-14 days undercover or indoors) 
until the water runs out the bottom of the pot. Lightly watering is rarely satisfactory. 

Potting Mix - Cymbidiums grow well in a wide variety of potting media. The main 

requirement is a mix which is well drained, does not break down too quickly and 

holds moisture without becoming water-logged. Common ingredients include aged 

bark, coco husk chips, perlite, isolite, sand, charcoal, and peat moss. Commercially 

potting mixes are available, but most growers prefer to create their own blend. 

Fertiliser/Fertilising - Fertiliser should be applied regularly. Low Nitrogen (below 

12% NPK) during spike initiation period and Higher Nitrogen (above 12% NPK) 

during growing periods. Use fertiliser according to guidelines, except if used more 

often reduced strength may be recommended. An additional seaweed-based 

product would be functional all year round. 

 
Pests and Problems - Well-grown orchids are less susceptible to disease, but it is 
common sense to guard against the usual plant pests and diseases. Never use 
pesticide sprays on or near flower buds. 



WHEN to REPOT or DIVIDE a CYMBIDIUM 

(Flowering Sized Plants) - 1) every 3-4 years or 2) if compost breaks down and 
becomes water-logged or 3) if plant has filled the pot and/or forced the pot out of 
shape or 4) if the plant is performing poorly. Allow 40-50mm between plant and pot. 

 
(Small Plants) - 1) if they outgrow pots. Allow approx. 40mm between plant and pot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DIVIDING - Equipment needed, Large knife, new plastic pots, plastic labels, water- 
proof pen or pencil, sterilising medium, new potting mix, fungicide, stakes & ties. 
Remove plant from the pot slice off 1/3 off the root ball. The plant can be divided (cut, or 
broken apart by hand) Into divisions as small as 3 green bulbs, broken apart by hand is 
better option if possible as this lessens the risk of disease and fungal infection. Having 
broken the plant into the size required, all wounds on the plant may be treated with a 
product such as Sulphur Dust to protect against infection. Clean the divisions by strip- 
ping away any old dried husks and dead roots, trim any leaves that have black tips 
(dieback). 

POTTING ON - Remove the plant from the pot without disturbing the root ball, 
place In a pot two sizes larger, (approx. 40-50mm between plant and pot) and fill 
around the root ball with new potting mix. Potting on can be done any time of the year 
without harming the plant, the larger the plant the more spikes are usually produced. 



POTTING UP - Choose a pot which allows for 3-4 years growth minimum. 
Cover the bottom of the pot with potting mix, place the division in the pot fairly 
deeply. Add potting mix tapping the pot to settle mix around roots. While shaking 
and tapping pot gradually ease the plant upwards until the bulbs are buried to 
depth of 5mm. The potting mix should be approx. level with the top of the pot, a top 
dressing of a 6 month slow release fertiliser will assist the plant to make new growth 
and quickly build to a strong healthy plant. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

LABEL & FINISH - If the plant is loose in the potting mix & should be staked 
and tied. Copy the name from. the original label to new labels, one. for each division 
of the plant. Water the plants thoroughly and place in a cool shady spot. Spray the 
leaves daily and water weekly until the plant is established. 

 

BACK BULBS - Back Bulbs are bulbs without 
leaves, they can be separated, and roots still attached 
trimmed off, and wounds treated with sulphur dust or 
fungicide. Several back bulbs can be planted in a 
single pot, Fill a pot with mix. Space the bulbs around 
the pot and add more mix until bulbs are covered about 
1/3rd their depth. After new shoots appear and grow 
repot into separate pots. 



Flowering - In Aust. Flower spike initiation period is from Mid Spring to Early 
Summer. During this period, plants, in combination with the above fertiliser program 
and good light levels, should be lightly sprinkled with water after dusk to reduce air 
temperature surrounding plants. Cymbidiums nightly drop temperature (approx.10 
to15 degrees) helps to initiate flower spiking. 

 

 
WHY ARE PLASTIC POTS USED? 

• plastic pots are light to handle. 

• they retain moisture longer than terra-cotta ones and thus require less watering. 

they do not cause salt build up in the potting mix. 

• they keep cleaner and look better. 

• they keep compost warmer and thus length the growing season. 

DOES DIVIDING A PLANT STOP IT FROM FLOWERING NEXT SEASON? 

As long as several flowering size divisions are kept (approx. 3 green bulbs) when 
the dividing is done, preferably before November, then given correct growing 
conditions, these divisions may flower the following season. 

HOW LONG DOES IT TAKE FOR A BACK BULB TO FLOWER? 
As a general rule, back bulbs take 3-4 years to develop into flowering size plants. 

DOES A PLANT HAVE TO FILL A POT BEFORE IT FLOWERS? 
No. Some older varieties were difficult to flower, but present day Cymbidiums flower 
more freely, even on smaller divisions. 

CAN I PLANT A SMALL PLANT INTO A BIG POT TO SAVE TIME? 

It is unwise to over pot. Pot your division into a container with enough room for 
about 3-4 year’s growth. Over potted orchids do not grow as well as those correctly 
potted. Over potting also wastes potting mix. 


